
 

Community Consultative Committee 
Hitchcock Road, Lot 198 and 4567 Old Northern Road Maroota 

Sand Extraction and Rehabilitation Projects 
 

Minutes – 5 May 2026 - 2:00 pm 
Attendance 
Kristine McKenzie – The Hills Shire Council (THSC) – Chairperson 
Luke Graham – PF Formation (PF) 
Joshua Graham – PF Formation (PF) 
Melissa Mass – South East Environmental (SEE) 
Lisa Aylward – Resident 
Shaunagh Hitchcock - Resident 
Marianne Sheumack – Resident 
 
Apologies 
None 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Last meeting on 11 November 2025 
• Accepted  
 
Matters Arising from Minutes 
• None 
 
Report on Current Status of Operations (Hitchcock Road Sand Project) by Joshua Graham 
 

• The former trig reserve area has been cleared, and tertiary sand is being extracted from this 
area, this is the only source of coarse sand for processing at this stage. 

• Friable sandstone is being extracted from the southern areas of the site on Lot 2 DP 555184, it 
is noted that this property is not included in the SSD approval and is operated under DA 
77/1996/HE/B. 

• We have sold a lot of clay over the past few months for a large dam project in the area, 
therefore truck movements have been higher than usual but within the limits, this project is 
nearing completion. 

• No environmental complaints were received in the past six months. 
• No material has been imported from the Maroota Lodge Quarry on Old Telegraph Road. 

 
Reporting 
 

• The 2025 Annual Review was submitted to DPHI in December last year, a response was received 
indicating that the Annual Review was satisfactory and the site was operating in accordance 
with the conditions. 

• The Independent Environmental Audit is due this year, we will be seeking proposals to have the 
audit carried out. 



 
 
 
Report on Environmental Matters by Melissa Mass (SEE) 
 

• Local rainfall data was presented and explained, although it has been quite dry lately, the 
annual recorded rainfall from April 2025 - March 2026 is 1277.6mm, which is above the 
average annual for the area. (average annual rainfall is 885mm) 

• Groundwater levels were presented and discussed, water levels are dropping due to the 
recent dry period. 

• Air quality test results were presented and discussed, dust levels have remained low at all 
locations and well withing the EPA criteria. 

• Noise levels were presented and discussed, traffic noise continues to dominate all locations. 
Quarry noise is audible at times during lulls in traffic however it was not measurable due to 
higher background noise levels such as tonal traffic noise, birds chirping and trees rustling. 

• The rehabilitation areas are  progressing well, there has been a few recent weed outbreaks 
that the bush regenerators will address. 

 
 
Report of Operations at 4567 Old Northern Road by Luke Graham 
 
Condition 54, of DA 2136/2018/JP/B Community Consultation Committee Meeting – The works of the 
subject site are to be included within the discussions held during the Bi-annual CCC Meeting.  
 

• The site is fully operational and yielding excellent quality materials. 
• The sandstone is very friable and consistent with minimal overburden removal required. 
• Vegetation clearing activities have ceased. 
• Maps showing current operational areas were presented and explained. 

 
 
General 
 

• Contractors have completed work to remove the build up of material on the road verges in 
the area. Lisa raises the point that the works carried out by the contractors was inadequate 
and did not address the problem as the verges are still higher than the road so the same issue 
will occur during wet weather, Lisa is going to lodge a complaint to TfNSW. 

• Shaunagh raises concerns over vibration recently experienced at her house and askes if we do 
blasting on site, Luke explains that we don’t do blasting on site and cannot explain the 
vibration they observed, we only use conventional earthmoving equipment with low ground 
impact, we are not required to monitor seismic activity and cannot explain why this occurred. 

• Shaunagh raises concerns about the quality of imported material, Josh explains the company’s 
procedures to ensure material is validated and inspected before coming to site and explains 
that there are controls in place to ensure contaminated material is not imported. 

• Josh explains the new requirements from the EPA coming to effect soon, including no 
requirement to submit annual returns and the additional requirement to report monthly dust 
exceedances. 

• Marianne advises she wishes to resign from her position and no longer wishes to attend 
future meetings, Josh thanks Marianne for her time and attendance over the years. 



 
 
 
Site Visit 
• A site inspection was carried out with Kristine, Lisa, Shaunagh and Marianne. 
 
Next Meeting 
• The next meeting will be held on 10 November 2026 at 2:00pm. 
 
Meeting Closed 
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